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[Abstract:] Answer to Sup’ts request that the M & R should make such suggestions and 
replications as be maybe able to make upon Messrs Farrell & Co.’s letter. 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
Melting and Refining Department, 
Philadelphia, 

May 28, 1889 


Hon. D.M. Fox 
Superintendent 


Sir: 


You have honored me by a reference of the letter of Messers Farrell & Co. under date of 
May 27th, for such suggestions and explanations as I may be able to make. In response I have to 
say that I went over the ground with Mr. Remington and think the work specified by him ought 
to be done — and if done, it can be accomplished at very much less experience while Farrell & 
Co. are building the basement vault. In explanation I would remind you that a considerable 
number of the floor girders were raised at some time in the past to afford head-room over the old 
boilers. This, in the central part of the cellar Farrell & Co’s contract for the new vault calls for 
the restoration of such of the girders to the original level, as some instances the line of the vault — 
thus furnishing a uniform floor overhead. But this change still leaves a few girders some 18 
inches above the others, and above the least of the area of the compartment — and above the floor 
level of any of the other structures. I think it will be evident on inspection that all the girders 
should be lowered and that only in slight additional expense will be entailed if the two or three 
girders not included in Farrell’s vault contract, are lowered at the same time, and by the same 
force. This is only a matter of a few hundred dollars, and obviates an ugly break. As to the other 
work for which they have specified, I would explain by calling attention to the fact that the level 
of the floor in the new basement vault is some 30” lower than the floor of the vaults “A”, “B”, 
“C” &c. opening into the south basement corridor. And as vault “C” is being broken through to 
furnish the only entrance into the new large vault, it will be evident that unless vault “C” be 
lowered, there will be a very heavy grade to overcome in trucking into and from the new vault. 
Messers. Farrell & Co. propose to lower the level of the entire corridor, to that of the basement 
generally — and as I understand it — to the floor level of the new structures to be built on the site 
of the present grass plat, thus affording a uniform level in the basement. 


Respectfully Yours, 
D.K. Tuttle 
M&R 


